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REMARKS/ARGUMEMTS 

In order to further prosecution, and to reduce issues on appeal, claims 1 , 7, 1 1 , 12» and 15 
have been amended as suggested by the Examiner. Claim 1 6 has been canceled without 
prejudice to or disclaimer of the subject matter encompassed thereby. 

Specifically, claims 1, 12, 14. and 15 have been amended to recite 85% by weight type II- 
like collagen. Support for tliese amendments can be found, for example, on page 17, line 16, of 
the specification and in the previously presented claims. Claims 7 and 1 1 have been amended to 
clarify an ambiguity regarding antecedent basis. These amendments find support in the 
previously presented claims and the specification, such as on page 9, line 4, continuing through 
page 1 0, line 9. No now matter is added by way of claim amendment. These amendmtsnts to the 
clainas were not presented earlier as Applicant firmly believes tliat the prior pending claims were 
in condition Tor allowance. The Examiner is respectfully requested to enter these amendments 
into tlie above-referenced application. 

Claims 1 -1 5 are now pending in the application. Reconsideration of the pending claims 
is respectlUlJy requested in view of these claim amendments and Ihe following remarks. The 
Examiner's comments in tlie Office Action are addressed below in the order set forth therein. 

The Rejections of the Claims under 35 U.S.C, 611 2. Second Paragrapli, Should Be Withdrawn 

Claims 1-10 and 16 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. §112, second paragraph, as being 
indefmito, specifically with regard to recitation of the tenns "substantially homogenous" and 
"substantially free of natural contaminants." Claim 1 and dependent claims 2-10 Ime been 
amended to recite a percentage or weight as suggested by the Bxaniiner. Claim 16 has been 
canceled. Accordingly^ these rejections of the claims are overcome should be withdrawn. 

Claims 7 and 1 1 are rejected as being indellmte. Specifically, Uie reference to "said 
collagen" is cited as being ambiguous. These claims have been amended to clarify the 
antecedent basis for "said collagen*' and remove the ambiguity. Accordingly, this rejection of the 
clainos should be withdrawn. 
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Claims 12. 14, and 1 5 are rejected as being indefimte for reciting the term "substantially 
homogenous." As discussed supra, the teim has been amended to recite a percentage of weight 
as suggested by tlie Examiner. Accordingly, this rejection of the claims should be withdrawn. 

Althoiigh Applicant earnestly believes that all of the previously used terms are definite, 
the rejected claims have been amended solely to expedite prosecution and thus place the claims 
in coiulition for allowance, or to reduce issues on appeal. 

Summaiy of Interview with Examiner 8/30/04: 

On August 8, 2004, a telephone interview was conducted with Applicant's representative 
and the Examiner discussing tlie claims. No agreement regarding allowable subject matter was 
reached. 

In view of the above amendments and remarks, Applicant submits that the rejections of 
tlie claims under 35 U.S.C. § 1 12, second paragmph, are overcome. Applicant respectfully 
submits that this application is now in condition for allowance. Early notice to this effect is 
solicited. 

It is not believed that extensions of time or fees for net addition of claims are required, 
beyond those that may otherwise be provided for in documents accompanying this paper. 
However, in the event that additional extensions of time are necessary to allow consideration of 
this paper, such extensions are hereby petitioned imder 37 CFR § 1 .1 36(a). and any fee required 
therefore (including fees for net addition of claims) is hereby authorized to be charged to Deposit 
Account No. 16-0605, 

Respectfully submitted, 

W. Murray SpnJ|U 
Registration No. 32.943 
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CERTIFICATION OF FACSIMILE TRANSMISSION 

T hereby ccniry lhat this paper is being fUcsimfle iransmiUed to the US Patent and T^demark OCTice at Fax Nn. 
(703) 67;2'-0306 0(1 the da|p^hown below. 
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